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^ 5 application has been examined Responsive to conrimunication filed on. 



A shortened statutory period for response to this action Is set to expire ^3 



_ month(s), 



Failure to respond within the period for response will cause the application to become abandoned 
Parti THE FOLLOWING ATTACHMENT(S) ARE PART OF THIS ACTION: 



This action Is made final. 



-days from the date of this letter. 
U.S.C. 133 



Notice of References Cited by Examiner, PTO-892. 
3. LJ Notice of Art Cited by Applicant PTO-1449. 
6. O Information on How to Effect Drawing Changes, PTO-1474. 

Pftftn SUMMARY OF ACTION 



2. □ Notice of Draftsman's Patent Drawing Review. PTO-948. 
4. I — I Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-152. 



_ are pending in the application. 



Of the above, claims 



3. Claims . 

4. ^ Claims _ 

5. D Claims. 

6. D Claims. 



_ are withdrawn from consideration. 

have been cancelled. 

are allowed. 

are rejected. 

are objected to. 



_ are subject to restriction or election requirement. 



7. □ This application has been filed with informal drawings under 37 C.F.R. 1 .85 which are acceptable for examination purposes. 

8. n Formal drawings are required In response to this Office action. 



9. [H The corrected or substitute drawings have been received on . 



Under 37 C.F.R. 1 .84 these drawings 



are □ acceptable; □ not acceptable (see explanation or Notice of Draftsman's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948). 

. has (have) been □ approved by the 



10. □ The proposed additional or substitute sheet(s) of drawings, filed on 
examiner; □ disapproved by the examiner (see explanation). 



1 1 . D The proposed drawing correction, filed _ 



> has been □approved; □ disapproved (see explanation). 



12-DAckn^^ □ been received □ not been received 
LJ been filed in parent application, serial no. ; filed on 

13. □ Since this application apppears to be In condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed In 

accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 ; 453 O.G. 213. 

14. □ Other 
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The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not 
included in this action can be found in a prior Office action* 

All rejections and Objections are withdrawn except for the 
following: 

Claims 11,13 and 15 remain rejected under 35 USC 101 as the 
claimed invention is inoperative and therefore lacks patentable 
utility for the same reasons as presented previously on pages 4-6 
of paper #6. 

Applicant argues that the claimed invention is useful for 
screening compositions for synthetic or natural peptides encoded 
by ORF-Q, ORF-R ORF-1, ORF-2 and ORF-4 of HIV-1. However as 
previously mentioned, the utility of these peptides has not been 
established. These ORFs have not been shown to be expressed in 
biological samples, and there is no practical utility associated 
with screening for peptides which do not occur in nature, 
especially with respect to HIV related peptides. It is 
maintained, that there is no beneficial function disclosed as 
being associated with the screening of synthetically produced 
peptides which are not normally expressed in nature. 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the 
extension of time policy as set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.136(a). 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR RESPONSE TO THIS FINAL 
ACTION IS SET TO EXPIRE THREE MONTHS FROM THE DATE OF THIS 
ACTION. IN THE EVENT A FIRST RESPONSE IS FILED WITHIN TWO MONTHS 
OF THE MAILING DATE OF THIS FINAL ACTION AND THE ADVISORY ACTION 
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Art Unit: 1806 



IS NOT MAILED UNTIL AFTER THE END OF THE THREE-MONTH SHORTENED 
STATUTORY PERIOD, THEN THE SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD WILL EXPIRE 
ON THE DATE THE ADVISORY ACTION IS MAILED, AND ANY EXTENSION FEE 
PURSUANT TO 37 C.F.R. § 1.136(a) WILL BE CALCULATED FROM THE 
MAILING DATE OF THE ADVISORY ACTION. IN NO EVENT WILL THE 
STATUTORY PERIOD FOR RESPONSE EXPIRE LATER THAN SIX MONTHS FROM 
THE DATE OF THIS FINAL ACTION. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Lila 
Feisee whose telephone number is (703) 308-2731. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of 
this application should be directed to the Group receptionist 
whose telephone number is (703) 308-0196. 



Lila Feisee/lf 
May 2, 1994 




PRIMARY EXAMINER 
GROUP 1800 



